To Tell The Truth

Gal 4:11-20

The “before & after” of faith. (Gal 3:23-4:11) 

Something drastic happened to you when you were redeemed & justified by faith (v.3:24)… you became a new creature. (2Cor 5:17)

Before faith in Jesus, you were in prison, sentenced to death, & hopeless. 

After: faith in Jesus, the situation changed. You are redeemed & set free, Christ in you (new life), & God’s gift is eternal life. (Gal 3:23-29)

Before you believed in Christ, you were a child & slave under the law. 

After faith, your identity changed… God’s son with full rights of a heir. (Gal 4:1-7)

Life of Christ expressing itself thru you is your true identity… the real you.

Faith is being certain of what you do not see. (Heb 11:1)
Before faith, you were slaves to things that were not gods. (Gal 4:8-11)

You served, feared, loved, worshipped, got identity & meaning from “not gods”.

After faith, what you worshiped changed…you trusted in the Son of God.

Why turn back to the weak & worthless things? (v.9)

I fear for you… have I labored in vain? (Gal 4:11)

What does it mean to be a Christian? God indwells you, everything has changed, a new creation, a son of God & heir with Christ… radical transformation & new life.

What about people who claim to be Christians, but don’t evidence the revolutionary (radical) nature of a Christian… the new life of Christ indwelling them?

What if there is no power, no joy, no love, no Spiritual fruit, & no hunger & thirst?

 “Labored” in vain… (i.e. still born) there was no birth of new life. (v.11)

Paul concludes they were never born again. There was “labor” (walked aisle, said prayer, etc.), but it never bore life.

Parable of the Sower (Lk 8:11-15) those who fall away, or are unfruitful never had life.

Christianity is so radical you cannot come to life & not have it show (evidence).

If no evidence of life… there is none.

Is Christianity real if you don’t see it Monday thru Saturday? If it’s so wonderful, powerful, & transforming, why do we see deadness, apathy, legalism, etc. in our churches?

Is Christianity just a sham… after all, church folks divorce, are greedy, selfish & prideful, watch porn, etc.?

Paul saw weakness, inconsistencies, etc. (what we see today), but he didn’t bury his head in despair… he shouted Jesus is real, God is alive & all powerful, & I was dead but now alive.

He didn’t doubt that Christianity was real… he doubted that so of them were real.

Christ in you manifests himself in holy living… the normal Christian life is holy.

What would the Apostle Paul say to Missionary Alliance?

He might say, You in Marion C&MA, who has bewitched you?

He would probably blow the lid off our comfortable, lukewarm religion. 

What happened to the love & joy you used to share with Christ & others?

When you are with me on Sunday, it’s like everything is wonderful & PTL, but when you leave my presence, you willingly follow worldly & false teachers.

Some of you have “external only” Christianity… you know doctrine, carry Bible, raise your hands in praise… but in terms of spiritual life, trusting in His grace, & indwelling Spirit’s love, joy, & peace, there is none. There is no hunger for righteousness, no sweetness of Jesus’ gentle & humble heart. You are still born… there was labor, but no life.

If God of Creation lives in you… He will make a difference. If not, maybe He is not in you.

I fear for you (v.11)… that you are not true Christians. You’re living like it is up to your striving & working… not resting & trusting in Christ.

To tell you the truth. (Gal 4:11-20)

Many who name Jesus as savior have never been transformed by the H Spirit… they have only learned Christian jargon & behavior. That is why they can act one way in church, & another way at home, etc. Just responding to pressures to conform.
To tell the truth, some of you are bewitched, deceived, idolaters, & lost.

What is the loving & gracious thing to do when you encounter deception in those you love?

Do you say nothing because it will only make it worse? That is a lie from hell. When you confront sin, shallowness, apathy, legalism, etc. it doesn’t make it worse… it exposes it.
If you confront a wolf in sheep’s clothing, it doesn’t make him more a wolf… but wolves do bite when they are exposed. Problem can’t get worse, they are deceived & condemned.

By telling the truth have I become your enemy? (v.4:16)

Paul took risk that he would get bit when he confronted them… because he loved them.

I am again in pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you (v.19)… that is real love. 

Beware of the carnal prophet in you... he can’t wait to expose someone’s hypocrisy. It usually says more about the prophet than their target. (Rm 2:1) Judaizers were carnal (false) prophets who saw a “speck” in another’s eye, but had a log in their eye. (Mt 7:3-5)

If you don’t know and love them… don’t confront them.

Let love be a motivator to confront, not an excuse to not act. (Gal; Heb 12:6-11)

Don’t know for sure that you’re lost… but I am perplexed. (v.20) 

When I don’t see life of Christ in you who claim to know Him… I don’t get it. I can’t ignore it… I love you too much to ignore it. (v.20)
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